Appendix 2
A Snapshot of Child -2 [Samir]

Please note this character sketch wasdone in June 2002,before | named the children
(cf. Chaper 2Dp.34). Hence |l hawe referred to them asChild 1 or C1, Child 2 or C2,
asthatwasthe practice | followed while writing data up till June2003My reflections

arein bold.
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Self-portrait of Samir drawnin Octobea 2003
Inajournd entry: class-6 232.2002,| have described him like thewind. He breezes into
my class and bringsaboutactivity. He stirs up hisfriends sitting like dull pieces of paper or
dry leaves and makes them exciting. No, | am notdiscrediting the other children at his
expense, but Child-2 bringsso much postive energy in my class which is difficult to
describe Lineslike thisjoumd entry seem inadequae.

C2 was working with C10 today (I wondered how they would work together

as both were so different. C2 is an extrovert, always on the move, ready to



Gctband C10 seems so inhibited.). Surprisingly, both were forever ready,
actually C2 just pulled C10 through the tableaux, he is like a strong but
pleasant gust of wind, that pulls inactive bits of paper and leaves, lying
motionless on the ground, and make exciting patterns with them. He did
not give C10, who can be lethargic, time to think. He just @raggeddC10
through the act and compelled him do GtatuesO..

Journal: Class 6-23.2.2002

(s dydexic. Has concentration problem, is distracted easily. Bad at oral work and written
work also weak. Academic achievement- poar.Q(as quoted verbatim from SENCO report -
December 2001)

Confidence
| observe tha heis very confident in the @ramalxlass for variousreasons
¥ Heisawaysready to peform.
C2: Missl will start.
Swaroop: Youwant to start. Okay, you start C2
C2:  (with apos) My nameisE( Does not say his nane but hejurmpsin the middle
andstrikes a fine pos)
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My reflection-in-action: | haveto draw thisposs asheisso goodand | cannot use
the cameraright now and interrupt the rhythm of the game. It is so difficult to
teach, observe and photograph the activitiesin class.

Swaroop: Come back. Tell me your name at least. Y our pose was excellent.

C2: My nameis C2 (with a pos anda growling tone)

Just imagine a pose and an intonation!

Trancript: Class 4-2.2.2000, (s s pre s

~

Trees, aeroplanes...animals...C2 has 100s of ideas while making statues |

have to stop him sometimes so as to give other children a chance.
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c2: My name is C10(triesto hdp C10))
Trangript: Class-4-2.2.2001

I noticed that by the forth class (2.2.02) the children were comfortable at creating
statues. Consequently in this class | set up a small mat. This mat served as a
separate acting area, roughly like a flat stage.

When they had to make the statues on the mat, only C2 and C8 used the area. The
girls and two boys, C1 and C10, would not enter the area. It was as if they were
not yet ready to act in ®he spotlight® This reiterated my view concerning students
discomfort at being watched. Seeing that my students were beginners in drama
they could not perform confidently when they were stared at. However,

C2 is becoming an expert at doing 'statues’. He is ready at the drop of a hat and in

fact enjoys being Gtared atQ

ls

‘ ¥ Heis confident enoughto hdp his friendswhen they do notknowwhat to do. -

"
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Thefollowingisthetranscript fromtheforth class, when the class was doing playing a
theatre game in which, the students step into thecircle says his her name and poses or
makes a statue:

Swaroop: Very good! Come on C10, it does not matter, [do] anything.

(All therest are laughing andhaving a goodtime. C10 says something, which is
inaudble and stlandsawkwardly in thecircle. C2 shows himwhat to doE .)

Swaroop: Yes, tha isgood(to C2) Come, doit jug likethat (pronpting C10to at the
very leag to copythe pos)

C10:
(Hejug stoodonthe edgeof the circle withoutreally doing anything. However | did not

My nameis C10.

wantto dishearten him)

Swaroop:  Oneminute. Do youredisetha even thisis a poe?

v
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.C10jud say your name.

\
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C10:
Swaroop:
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¥ Heworkswell with his friends moreover heworks agreeably in a group situaion

even with children hehasjugt met.

E Has a good relationship with the boys. In C2@ group he took the

e g Y N = EYr 2 ]

AN
AN

leadership so he did the 'directing'E
EHe is one of the children who do not speak just to be heard. | find that it

is usually C2 who comes up with the most 'understood' answer E

the boys did not want to work with the girls. C8 said they were different. A

N
N

huge uproar followed that statement, the girls argued that they did not
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mind working with the boys and that they were not different and they
played with their brothers so why cannot the boys work with them.
Later when it was C2 turn, he explained, quite calmly and in a matter of

fact manner, what he thought C8 said. He thought that C8 said the girls can
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boys were capable of thinking in a straightforward manner and were able to

present their thoughts accurately was a pleasant surprise to meE
Joumd: Class 6-23.2.2002

He has displayed this kind of confidence from thefirst class.

This is when | explained about eye contact and its importance in

communication. We continued the game only this time the children had to

look in one direction and throw in the other. This was great fun. Making, it | @ SV
more challenging. | said they had to Jook jn one direction, call out to a child | [oetetea:e |
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and throw jt in another direction, They really enjoyed this,and did it well... |~ ||

C-2 started off saying this was difficult,as they did not know each other@ “:\\\
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names yet. When | said | would help with the names he was absolutely ‘;

willing to play the game. “
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responding to me well, talking, answering questions and doing his bit to the
best of his ability. Deleted: ,

Joumd: Class 3-26.1.2002

However, thereisagreat discrepancy in wha his parents, teacher and SENCO say about
him.

His Mother said hedoes not play with children his age (her answvers are undelined): from
(Appendix 7) 1%- Parent Interview Sheet 1

Doesthechild have friendsin thebuilding/colonykodety? yes




Are of thesame agegroup? Younge asthey listen to him, or sometimes college

boys usudly has arguments with children his age

He/ sheisaconfident child: No, In spite of knowing the answersin class hesitates

to anawer.
Often destroysor defaces the property at school: N
a home: N, but playswith thecomer of

books
Seeks attention needlessly? Only recently
Makes friendseasily? Shy, often cries when at play

Heisan only-child and both his parentswork that maybe the reason hetendsto cling

to hismother. However, | think that ismore like Gnissing a per son®and not insecurity. Defeted:
His mother reference to the agegroup of this @riendsCsuggests that he would rather
play with children he can control or who would be tolerant towards him asheis
younger tothem. When he playswith children hisagehe often abandonsthe game or

crieswhen the situation is not agreeable to him.

SENCO reportstha C 2:
Has concentration problem, is distracted easily. Isfidgey and isimpatient.

Formatted:

¥ Isshy, often hesitates while talking.

Theclass teacher suggests:

TeachersOmultiple-choice questionnare Januay 2002- Appendix 6

[Teacher® answer in bold fonf

Desire for approvd likes to be praised / unmncerned aboutapprovd or
and attention disapprovd / getsup to tricksto gain attention
Behaviour with friendly / shy / avoidscontact / irritates others/
other children withdrawn / alwaysfighting/bullies/
Groupactivity likes to work within agroup/ cannotwork with

Bullets and Numbering



Or games children / bad sportsman / bullies or dominates
getsbullied / remains aloof / spoils other swork

Communication Skills

His ora languayeis weak and sometimes speaks in broken or incomprehensble sentence.

C2: Miss, | like no, making noise.

Swaroop: C2 does notliketheclass being noisy. Y es, when everybody makes noise
and | have to keep on saying come back, come back, come back, that is very
distracting.

Trangcript: class-6-232.2002
In the Class £8-26.1.2002,hetold everybody he came to school at 3.30am.! Then hesaid
hewokeup at 3.30am. Later hesaid hecameat 7.300r 8.30am. (!!?)
However, generally hetalks sengbly andis quite expressive in class.

Concentration
Hehas aproblem with concentration, | have often foundhim yawningin class. Mo

often itisin thebeginning and during reflection time.
Swaroop: Isthere anything you did notlike aboutthis class? (no onereplies)
Oh! | can see C2 yawningEw ere you bored?
Reflectionin class- C2isforever yawning
Transcript: Class-2-19.1.2002

When the students answered the Children( worksheets (Appendix 8) hewould find
an excuge to run to thewindow. When the children were drawing, at the end of the sheets,
hewould bethefirst to ask for permissionto runout. His mothe and classteachers are
worried abouthislack of attention and poor concentration skills.

Even though he likes drawing | find that by the time C2 has completed
writing in the worksheets his attention span is over and is just not
interested in drawing, which is the last activity in each sheet. He does not

draw in spite of liking to draw.
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¥ His mother, during the 1% Parent Interview, said he is very good at
drawing.

¥ In the Parent® Questionnaire his mother had replied to the question:
What is the child good at doing? By saying he likes drawing. Does fine
work-barick kaam [intricate work] without help or guidance.

However, | have noted that he has left 3 of 5 work sheets without drawing,

mostly because he wanted to hand in the sheets and run off to play.

Journal: 20.4.2002

His class teacher (Teacher® multiple-choice questionnare- Januay 2002)suggests that
heis aways distracted, starts eagerly butleaves work hdf doneand has a concentration

problem.

Lonelinesy Isolation

C-2isan only child andis often at home alonewith his grandrmother. His mother is

sympéthetic aboutthe problem and in both the meeting with me has expressed a desire to
leave her job . In thechildren® work sheet hementioned he
wishes his mother would stay home and cook for him.

In the Children( worksheet he has written:

I likeit when my mother: is loving me.

| wish my mother would: be a cooking. St ay with me and not go

to office.

Truancy
Does notlike school. | beievethisis not because of any kind of harsh treatment

received in school but because heisweak in schoolwork.

His mother told mein thein the 1% Parent@ interview tha helikes school butdoes
notlike studying so he often says he does not want to go to school. However, when the
mother warnstha hewill not get promoted unless he attendsschool he egreesto go.



Behaviour Problem

| have notnoticed any violent behaviour or rowdiness on his part. Though

sometimes, hefalls al over thechildren in theclass. However, his behaviour isfriendly and

full of funand nobodyseemed to mindiit.

Swaroop: Why does this C2 fall down al thetime?
C7: Miss hewas playing.
Swaroop: All thetime C2 falls down. Thisis notnice.
Trangcript: Class-4- 2.2.2002

C2- full off life, twinkling eyes, falling all over people.
Journal: Class-3- 26.1.2002

His parents said tha hedoes not

¥

¥
¥
¥

fight butwould rather leave thegame and stand away quietly.

use abusve or violent languaye

argues and attempts to have thelast word in verbd exchange

destroysor defaces the propety at school, home or in the playground.All hedoesis
play with the corner of books

However histeacher reported in Januay 2002tha C-2:

¥
¥

is always fighting with other childrenin class and
often spoils others work during groupactivities.

Neverthdess, shealso said that his classmates always seek him out

TeachersOmultiple-choice questionnare Januay 2002

[Teacher® answer in bold fonf
Behaviour with friendly / shy / avoidscontact / irritates others/
other children bullies/ withdrawn / alwaysfighting
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Others behaviour avoid contact / seek him/ her out / friendly /dominated

towardschild by peers
Groupactivity likes to work within agroup/ cannotwork with children /
Or games bad sportsman / bullies or dominates/ gets bullied / remains

doof/ spoils otherswork

Theteacher reported (TeachersOmultiple-choice questionnare) in April 2002tha C-2:
¥ wasshy
¥ liked to work in agrouphowever, his classmates avoided contact with him.

| persondly think that the discrepancy in theanswersis more dueto theteacher®
incongstency in observation than because of a changein behaviourin Cycle 1.

| cannot yerify with the teacher who reported this,as now he is with another | _ (RFSSE R0 ERE
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